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Two significant improvements to the Town Hall were completed this year with funds
appropriated at the 1983 Annual Meeting. A lighted fire exit sign, emergency lighting and panic
bar hardware were installed in the front entryway. Emergency lighting was installed in the
meeting hall and kitchen. The back door was fitted with panic bar hardware. The Town Hall well
was dug out, repacked with gravel and new tiles were set in place. The water supply was greatly
improved and is now adequate in the kitchen and bathrooms. Additionally, a temperature
sensitive warning system was installed to reduce the chance of freeze-up occurring in the Town
Hall.
Easton is currently undergoing a period of growth as indicated by the number of new building
permits issued this year. By 1986 all towns in New Hampshire must have a Master Plan to support
their Zoning and Subdivision Regulations. The development of Easton's Master Plan will be a
major project during the next two years and will offer all of us an opportunity to address the
question of growth as well as other concerns for the future of our community.
The Board of Selectmen is still concerned about the most practical and cost-efficient way to
provide fire protection for the Town. Franconia and Sugar Hill continue to provide Easton with
excellent fire protection but we are continuing to explore the possibility of establishing our own
department.
During the past year, Easton has joined with several of its neighboring towns to form a Solid
Waste Planning District. These districts, which are required by state law, will be engaged in
planning and managing the disposal of solid wastes in the future. New regulations on solid waste
disposal will mean that disposal costs will be increasing significantly.
We would like to express our thanks to the other Town Officers for the time and effort they have
spent on conducting the Town's business. If anyone in Easton has an interest in participating in
Town government, please get in touch with any Town Officer. Due to Easton's size, there is always
a need for people who want to become actively involved in the community.
Selectmen of Easton
Charles C. Chase




To the inhabitants of the Town of Easton in the County of Grafton, qualified to vote in Town
Affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in said Town on Tuesday, March 13 at 7:30
in the evening. Polls will be open from 1:00 to 6:00 p.m.
To act upon the following subjects:
ARTICLE 1. To choose all necessary officers for the ensuing year.
ARTICLE 2. To see if the Town will vote to pay the Selectmen and other Town Officers an
annual salary during the current year in accordance with the following schedule, and to raise
and appropriate money for same:








ARTICLE 3. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $3,000.00 to construct a ramp
and install a new door to the Town Hall. This new ramp and doorway will allow entrance to the
Town Hall by physically handicapped people and will be built to federal specifications.
ARTICLE 4. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate $50.00 to support the local
outreach program provided by Grafton County Community Action.
ARTICLE 5. To seeif the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to hire money for defraying
Town expenses in anticipation of tax revenues, if necessary.
ARTICLE 6. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $195.00 to be paid
to Ross Ambulance Service as a condition for continued emergency medical transportation.
ARTICLE 7. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate and authorize withdrawal from the
Revenue Sharing Fund established under the provisions of the State and Local Assistance Act of
1972, for use as setoffs against budget appropriations in the amount indicated; and further, to
authorize the Selectmen to make pro rata reductions in the amounts if estimated entitlements are




ARTICLE 8. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $181.50 for the
White Mountain Mental Health Progrann.
ARTICLE 9. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $495.00 for the
Franconia-Sugar Hill-Easton Chamber of Commerce.
ARTICLE 10. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $600.00 for the
Littleton Hospital.
ARTICLE 11. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $208.00 for the
North Country Council.
ARTICLE 12. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $212.00 for the
North Country Home Health Agency.
ARTICLE 13. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $1,000.00 for the
Franconia Recreation Program.
ARTICLE 14. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate such sums of money as is
stated in the proposed budget for repairs to Town highways and bridges, general expenses of
highways, snow removal, maintenance of the Town building, and other necessary Town expenses.
ARTICLE 15. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $40.00 for Solid
Waste District Planning.
ARTICLE 16. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $1,000.00 to be
matched by State funds for the purchase of equipment to be used by the Town Fire Warden for
fighting forest fires.
ARTICLE 17. To seeif the Town will vote to go on record in support of immediate actions by the
Federal Government to control and reduce acid rain which is harmful to the environment and
economy of Easton and to the health and welfare of the people of Easton. These actions shall
include:
1. Reduce by at least half the major cause of acid rain, sulfur
dioxide emissions, by the year 1990.
2. Conclude negotiations and adopt a treaty with the government
of Canada that will commit both nations to this same goal.
The record of the vote on this article shall be transmitted to the New Hampshire Congressional
Delegation and to the President of the United States.
ARTICLE 18. To see if the Town of Easton shall call upon the Governor and the Executive
Council, its State Representative and State Senator to promptly convene a Special Session of the
Legislature for the sole purpose of preventing the imposition of huge cost increases in electric rates
resulting from the Seabrook Nuclear Power Planton the citizens, businesses, schools and agencies








Cash on Hand $34, 865. 93
Uncollected Property Tax 3, 665, 00
Uncollected Resident Tax 90. 00
Unexpended Revenue Sharing Fiind 563. 59
Returned Check 164. 00
Total Assets $39, 348. 52
LIABILITIES
School District Payable $14, 895. 41
Yield Tax Escrow Accounts 1, 733. 05
Unexpended Revenue Sharing Fund 563. 59
Total Liabilities $17,192.05
Excess of Assets Over Liabilities (Surplus)
i
22, 156.47
GRAND TOTAL $39, 348. 52
BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF EASTON
BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF EASTON - EXPENDITURES
Appropriations Actual Appropriations










Advertising & Regional Assoc.







Highways, Streets & Bridges:
General Highway Dept. Exps.
Sanitation:
Solid Waste Disposal




1982 Report, Article 10, 16
1982 Report, Article 18
1982 Report, Article 13
Welfare:
General Assistance 1982 Article 7 31. 00 31. 00 50. 00
Culture and Recreation:
Library 300. 00 300. 00
Parks & Recreation 1982
Article 14 1,100,00 1,100.00 1,000.00
2,200.00
Debt Service:
Interest Expense - Tax Anticipation
Capital Outlay;
1982 Article 4
1982 Article 5 (1)




Forest Fire Equip. (Matching
funds) 1983 Article 16
SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
TowB Hall, Lands and Building $ 93, 500. 00
Furniture and Equipment 3, 300. 00
Library, Furniture and Equipment 2,200.00
Police Department Equipment 1, 200. 00
Fire Department Equipment 1, 100. 00
Total $101, 300. 00
SUMMARY INVENTORY OF ASSESSED VALUATION
Land $2,379,159.00
Buildings 3,782,000.00
Electric Utilities 159, 900. 00
Mobile Homes 3,200.00
GROSS VALUATION $6, 324, 259. 00
Less Elderly Exemption 2,500.00
NET VALUATION (on which Tax Rate is computed) $6, 321, 759. 00
Increase in Net Valuation - 1983 237, 925. 00
1983 Tax Rate
AUDITOR'S REPORT
This is to certify that I have audited the accounts of the Tax Collector, Town
Clerk, Treasurer, Selectmen, Library Trustees, Trustees of Trust Fimds and
Cemetery Committee for the year 1983. I have foiind all accounts, to the best of




1983 Auto Permits - 185
1983 Dog Licenses - 28
1 Kennel License - 3 Dogs
Town Histories - 12
Cards
Filing Fees - 5







Total Town Appropriations $ 42, 017. 50
Less Est. Revenues and Credits 20,324.00
Net Town Appropriation $ 21,693. 50
Net School Tax 50,488. 53
County Tax 15,460.00
Total - Town, School, County $ 87,642.03
Add War Service Credits 650.00
$ 88,292.03
From Surplus 18, 359. 03
Property Taxes to be raised 70, 583. 00
Less War Service Credits 650.00






Bernstein, Ancel & Evelyn
Brooks, Ralph & Esther
Buxton, Frank




Ra3nior, Craig & Marie
Vogel, Mark R.
Sherburn, Stanley & Lorie
Simpson, Stuart & Deborah
Towle, George & Donna
Zee-Bar, Inc.
Shepard, David & Alice
Interest Tax
$
SUMMARY OF TAX SALES ACCOUNTS
Fical Year Ended December 31, 1983
DEBITS
Tax Sales on Accoiuit of Levies of 1982 1981
Balance of Unredeemed Taxes Beginning
Fiscal Year* $ 607.77 $ 40.52
Taxes Sold to Town During Current
Fiscal Year** 1,316.01
Interest Collected After Sale 199. 58
Redemption Costs 64.40
TOTAL DEBITS $2,187.76 $ 40.52
CREDITS
Remittances to Treasurer During Year
Redemptions $1, 811. 16 $
Interest & Costs After Sale 263. 98
Deeded To Town During Year 112.62 40.52
TOTAL CREDITS $2,187.76 $ 40.52
*These sums represent the total of Unredeemed Taxes, as of January 1, 1983 from
Tax Sales held in Previous Fiscal Year.
**Amount of Tax Sale held during current fiscal year, including total amount of
taxes, interest and cost to date of sale.
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TREASURER'S REPORT
Cash Balance on Hand - January 1, 1983 $ 34, 176, 54
Fontelle A. Silver, Tax Collector 75,389.67
Virginia Leighton, Town Clerk 7,970.30
State of New Hampshire 16, 218. 45
Selectmen 158. 22
Federal Sources 2, 570. 15
Interest on General Fund 1,431. 06
Certificate of Deposit 20, 461. 75
Indemnity Insurance Set Off Acct. 1, 105, 82
Miscellaneous Sources 755. 38
160,237.34
Less Check Returned for Insufficient Funds 159. 00
Total Receipts to General Fund 160, 078. 34
1983 Selectmen's Orders 125,212.41
Balance, January 1, 1984 $ 34, 865. 93
Vincent M.McGroary
Treasurer
REVENUE SHARING FUND REPORT
Total Available Fimds, January 1, 1983 $ 1,332,15
Brought Forward to General Fund 1, 332, 15
Entitlement Payments, 1983 $ 473, 00
Interest 90.59
Total Available Funds, January 1, 1984 I 563, 59
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DETAILED STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS
From Tax Collector:
Property Taxes, 1982 Levy $ 4, 984. 56
Property Tax Interest, 1982 Levy 416. 96
Resident Tax, 1982 Levy 90. 00
Resident Tax Penalties, 1982 Levy 5.00
Property Tax, 1983 Levy 66, 565. 77
Property Tax Interest, 1983 Levy 124. 24
Resident Tax, 1983 Levy 1, 020. 00
Resident Tax Penalties, 1983 Levy 2.00
Yield Tax 64. 00
Tax Sales 276. 50
Tax Sales Redeemed 1, 753. 93
Tax Sale Costs 42. 00








From State of New Hampshire:
Highway Subsidy
National Forest Reserve Funds (1982)
1/2 1982 Business Profits Tax
National Forest Reserve Funds
State and Federal Forest Land Reimb.
Revenue Sharing Distribution









Federal Entitlement, Lands $ 1,238.00
Federal Revenue Sharing Article 12 $ 1,332.15
Yield Tax Bonds $ 625.45
Interest on General Fund $ 1,431.06







Indemnity Insurance Set-Off Accoxmt $ 1, 105, 82
Miscellaneous Sources:
Town Histories Sold $ 32. 00
Property Maps 6. 00
Pole License 5, 00
Fee for returned check 5. 00
Kinsman Club, Vacuum Cleaner Reimb. 81. 93
Total $ 129.93
$126,060.80
Less check returned for insufficient funds 159. 00
Total 1983 Receipts $125, 901. 80
18
























New Hampshire Municipal Association
N. H. Tax Collector's Assoc.















































Franconia Hardware $ 169. 91
Public Service Company of NH 223. 99
New England Telephone 240. 84
Wetherbee Oil Co, 638. 15
Franconia Gas 129. 00
Robert C. Glover, II Art. 5 431.05
A. P. Lemire Art. 5 250.00
David Hvmt's Garage Art. 4 400.00
H. A. Holt & Sons 19. 12
Edward Cutter 180, 00
Stanley Sherburn 450. 00
Charles Chase 4. 50
Total $ 3, 136. 56
Transfer Station $ 3, 059, 14
Reappraisal of Property:
Maynard White $ 508, 25
Planning and Zoning:
Littleton Courier $ 56, 24
Harrison Publishing Co. 67,00
C. A. Wood, Register 12,00
Kay Colton 7,75
H. Klumbach 21.70
Total $ 164. 69
Police Department:
Edward Cutter $ 1,081.78
Two-Way Communication Service 46, 00
Total $ 1,127,78
8123 Line:
Grafton County Sheriff's Dept, $ 367,00
Town of Franconia 40. 75
Total $ 407.75
Fire Department:
Durand Cooley $ 25.00
Twin State Fireman's Association 1,000.00
Town of Franconia 4, 540. 00





Robert P. Peckett, HI $ 514, 00
Summer:
Robert P. Peckett, III




G. E. Ainsworth & Assoc. $ 235. 00
Investment Certificate $ 20, 000. 00
Motor Vehicle Registrations:
Virginia Leighton $ 241. 50
Dog Licenses:
Virginia Leighton $ 30. 50
Grafton County Tax $15,440.00
Easton Free Public Library $ 300. 00
Franconia Recreation Article 14 $ 1,100.00
Insurance:
Concord Group (1) $ 1,221.00
Hunkins & Eaton Agency (2) 241.00
Illinois National Ins. Co. (3) 331. 00
Hadlock Agency (4) 975.00
Total $ 2,768.00
1. Multi Peril Policy
2. Commercial Blanket Bond, Position Schedule Bond
3. Workers Comp Renewal
4. Public Officials and Employees Liability
Health:
Durand Cooley $ 15. 00
Ross Ambulance Art. 10 195. 00
Littleton Hospital Art. 16 600. 00
White Mountain Mental Health Art. 13 181. 50
North Country Home Health Agency Art. 18 212. 00
Total $ 1,203.50
Social Services:
Community Action Program Art. 7 $ 31.00
School Districts:
Lafayette Regional School District $ 28, 642. 91
Profile School District 23,845.62
Total $ 50,488.53




This year the Selectmen decided to have the Trustees handle the receipts and payments for the
Kinsman Cemetery, which had previously been done by them.
There were numerous favorable comments on the appearance of the cemetery.
We had no burials.
RECEIPTS
Town appropriation







Balance in Checking Account
$792.00
$111.05








Permits were issued for 6 new houses and for 5 additions to existing houses.
It should be noted that state law RSA 153:10-AIII has been enacted requiring automatic fire
warning devices on all multi-unit dwellings and all single family dwellings built or rehabilitated




The Planning Board was not very active during 1983. There was only one request for sub-
division approval and it was approved by the Board. There seemed to be very little interest in
seeing the Planning Board involved in other areas of regulation. The town of Easton seems to be
adequately protected by existing ordinances, and as the feeling of Yankee independence runs
strong in this community there seems to be little incentive to have more regulation for regulation's
sake.
In the coming year if anyone feels there is a need that should be addressed by the Planning Board




The Bookmobile has been discontinued. The Librarian and one trustee went to the State Library
District Office in Twin Mountain in July. They returned some books and chose 61 to bring back to
the Library. A new van known as the Media Van comes here once a month. The first trip was
August 17, 1983. Since then it came September 19, October 19, November 22 and December 14.
The van will come next on January 18. The Librarian has taken 103 books to be loaned out from the
Library. Individuals have borrowed from the van and they are responsible for returning them
when the van makes its monthly trip, which is around the middle of each month. The van also
carries games, tapes, cassettes, cameras, etc.
Twenty-two books have been donated to the Library this year, also numerous paperbacks. We
have sold and discarded 81 books.
Number of visitors 106




Juvenile fiction and non-fiction 12
Total circulation 484
The library is open the first and third Saturday of each month from 2-4 p.m. It is also open




1983 LIBRARY FINANCIAL REPORT
RECEIPTS
Balance on hand January 1, 1983 $633.17




Paint for the Library 14.99
Total Expenditures $214.99
Balance on hand January 1, 1984 $718.18
THE SADIE N. GLOVER & HELEN J. YOUNG MEMORIAL FUND
Invested with The Saver's Bank, Littleton, NH in a 2}/^ year Certificate. Date of issue - June 9,
1981 at 12% interest, maturity date December 9, 1983. Investment amount - $359.32. Renewed
December 9, 1983 at 10^4% interest, maturity date June 9, 1986. Invested amount - new principal
-
$486.98.
Total interest since certificate was issued:
December 1, 1981 & 1982 $ 74.64
December 1, 1983 55.62
December 1-8 1.28
Total interest earned to December 9, when Certificate was renewed $131.54
The interest only may be used.






I would like to take this opportunity to remind the citizens of Easton of the important job smoke
detectors play in early warning of a fire in the home. It has been proven many times by the number
of lives saved each year in the United States. I strongly suggest each home have one or two
detectors and that existing units be tested and new batteries installed as needed. The State ofNew
Hampshire has put into law that all new homes being built have detectors, and that all multi-unit
homes, old or new, have detectors installed.
In 1983 Easton had several chimney fires but no structure fires. With so many homes heating
with wood it is inevitable that chimney fires will occur. But with a good maintenance program the
number and severity of fires can be reduced. There are several things you should do in the
maintenance of your heating system:
1. Clean chimney regularly.
2. Inspect chimney for cracks and flaws.
3. Keep connector pipes (stove pipes) in good condition and
tightly screwed together at all joints.
4. Inspect stove for burn-outs and cracks.
5. Maintain proper clearance to combustibles.
6. Keep area surrounding stove clean.
7. Burn dry wood.
8. Keep ashes in metal container.
If you have any questions pertaining to fire prevention, installation and inspection of a heating





To report a fire - DIAL 8123.
S8
REPORT OF FOREST FIRE WARDEN
AND STATE FOREST RANGER
Once again, our cooperative town and state forest fire prevention and control program leads the
nation in least acres burned per forest fire. Less than one-half acre per fire statewide average.
At the town level, your Forest Fire Warden is responsible for the prevention and control of all
grass and woods fires when the ground is not snow covered.
Forest fire prevention is achieved at the town level by issuing a written permit for every fire that
is to be kindled on the ground out of doors when the ground is not covered with snow. Each person
wishing to have an outside fire must obtain this written permit from the town Fire Warden before
kindling the fire. Any person that does not obtain a fire permit, when one is required, is violating
our forest fire permit law and is subject to a court appearance and could be fined up to $1,000 and
receive a jail sentence of up to one year.
No fire permit will be issued between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. unless it is raining. The reason for
this is twofold: the fire danger increases steadily between 9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m., then subsides to
a safe level between 2:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. This happens because the sun dries out the fine fuels
that are easily ignited and dries the air which permits rapid fire spread. Also during this part of
the day fire fighters are not readily available in most communities so an escaped fire could burn
longer and cause greater damage before being suppressed.
Your cooperation in burning only when conditions are safe is greatly appreciated.
As Smokey says, "Remember, Only You Can Prevent Forest Fires!"
All forest and brush fires should be reported to the Town Fire Warden.
1983 STATISTICS
No of Fires No of Acres
State -NH 779 348
District- 23 24
Town - Easton
FOREST RANGER - John Q. Ricard
FOREST FIRE WARDEN
Durand B. Cooley — 823-5207
DEPUTY FIRE WARDEN
William Kenney — 823-5656
POLICE REPORT
for the year ending December 31, 1983
Requests for Police Services:
85 calls for department response. Of these, part were direct from residents, the others from
Grafton County Sheriffs Dispatcher.
Accidents:
6 investigated and reports filed. No injuries. Speed plus poor road conditions were the cause in
all these incidents.
Break-ins & Robberies:
5 reported. Assisted State Police with investigation resulting in arrest of 3 subjects. 2 cases
solved.
Dog complaints:
The many calls were all investigated and resolved with the cooperation of residents and
owners.
DOGS MUST BE LICENSED ON OR BEFORE APRIL 30th if
dog is 3 months or older, and MUST wear a license tag to comply
with NH laws. Chapter 466 R.S.A. The dogs must also have rabies
vaccination and tag (442-A).
In March and April I participated in a New Hampshire required training for Part Time Police
Officers. Many other hours were spent on investigating accidents and robberies.
This department has been greatly helped by the Sheriffs Department, State Police, and
Franconia/Sugar Hill Police. Their manpower and advice are greatly appreciated.






















Stanley Sherburn - 823-5649

